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Charting the Journey to Viksit Bharat:
The Role of Chartered Accountants

Viksit Bharat is more than a national aspiration; it is the
collective resolve of a billion dreams striving to restore
India’s place among the world’s leading economies.
India’s remarkable transformation, from a resource-
constrained economy to one of the fastest-growing
economic powers, stands as a testament to the resilience
of its people and the strength of its institutions. At the
heart of this journey lies the trust of its citizens and the
country’s sustainable progress. As the ambassadors of
trust, Chartered Accountants have decisively helped
shape this transformation in India.

As India advances on its transformative journey,
every citizen is, in one way or another, rowing in the
same direction. Yet, a nation’s progress is measured
not merely by the speed of its reforms but by the
strength of the trust that anchors them. With landmark
reforms and transformative developments, ranging
from the evolution of the GST framework and Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI) to the restructuring of the
Income Tax Act, labour law reforms, and an expanding
investment ecosystem, India’s economic landscape is
being reshaped.

In this ever-changing milieu, Chartered Accountants
become the indispensable bridge between policy and
practice, translating legislative intent into economic
reality. Often working behind the curtains, the
profession is the quiet sentinel of financial integrity,
ensuring that transparency, accountability, and ethical
governance are not just ideals but lived principles.
The discerning eye of a CA sees beyond numbers,
identifying risks before they take root and opportunities
before they blossom. The professionals are nurturing
investor confidence, strengthening capital markets, and
promoting an environment where businesses can thrive;
proving that trust is not built overnight—it is earned.

Beyond strengthening economic governance, Chartered
Accountants have been instrumental in India’s transition
from an informal to a formal economy. The profession
is guiding businesses through GST compliance, tax
planning, digital financial reporting, and regulatory
reforms; transforming complex legislation into
meaningful progress. Their expertise enables MSMEs to
enter the formal financial ecosystem, unlocking access
to credit, markets, and institutional support, while
promoting financial literacy among entrepreneurs. The
outcome is evident in stronger tax collections, enhanced
transparency, greater investor confidence, and a more
inclusive growth trajectory. It is evident that Chartered
Accountants are not merely keeping the books; they

keep the wheels of the economy turning with integrity
and purpose.

The role of a modern Chartered Accountant extends
far beyond compliance. As trusted advisors to startups
and enterprises, the profession is helping to structure
businesses, mobilise capital, assess risks, and build
financially resilient organisations, lending momentum
to initiatives such as Startup India, Make in India,
Digital India, and Atmanirbhar Bharat. The success of
today’s company is measured as much by sustainability
as by profitability; professionals also champion ESG
reporting, integrated reporting, and climate-conscious
finance, ensuring that growth is responsible as well as
resilient. If India’s demographic dividend is to become
its greatest strength, it must be guided by financial
wisdom; for enduring prosperity is built not only on
enterprise but on trust, foresight, and accountability.

Modern times require a modern approach, and with
the same plan, the Institute has extended its role far
beyond nurturing a profession; it nurtures guardians
of public trust and architects of economic progress.
Through continuous capacity-building, technological
advancement, and a commitment to ethical excellence,
the Institute equips Chartered Accountants with
not merely a professional identity but the foresight
to anticipate challenges and the courage to lead
transformation. After all, a Chartered Accountant’s
signature is more than a statutory requirement; it is a
seal of credibility, accountability, and confidence.

New India will not be built by ambition alone, but by
integrity, innovation, and informed leadership. And in
that journey, ICAI will continue to ensure that every
balance sheet reflects not only financial truth but the
nation’s pursuit of sustainable and inclusive growth.
The month celebrating India’s spirit beneath the soaring
tricolour reminds every professional that true nation-
building is not confined to the battlefield or the corridors
of power; it is also written in every honest audit, every
ethical decision, and every accountable signature that
paves the way to a truly Viksit Bharat.

The India of 2047 will be defined by the choices we make
today. Viksit Bharat will be built not only by technology
and capital, but by trust, integrity, and responsible
leadership.

- Editorial Board ICAI
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